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DISCOVER THE SECRET BEHIND THE
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM OF SOME
| OF THE LARGEST FACTORIES

VILLAS
2 6 FASHIONING — FROM HAUTE COUTURE TO HOMES

Topline fashion designer Tarun Tahiliani confesses to ‘loving
architecture. If | wasn't a fashion designer, this is what |
would have selected. interior design has the potential to

13 Editor's LeMter link fashion and lifestyle organically.’
Text: Amita Sarwal  Photographs courtesy: Ahlia Homes

18 Texile Art-Sunita Boli

22 Retal Thera BUNOGALOW
B " ‘g (? A MELLOW CONFLUENCE
TI0- Stippets A three-level holiday home in Kochi for a family that lives
112 Access Point in Japan has been designed by studio TAB. The aesthetic
S sensibilty recalls their lacal roots, while carrying the
114 Advertsers’ Directory influence of the Far East in its minimalistic oeuvre, says

Devyani Jayekar,
Protographs: Justin Sebastan

APARTMENT

5() THE DUAL HOUSE
GRGA, @ young firm headed by Architect Gaurav Roy
Ghoudhury, transfoms a standard abode into a dream
haven, sited in the greenest and most central part of
Bengaluru. Apoorva Gorhe finds out more about the tale
behind its inimitable decor and efficient design,
Pratographs: Rimi Sen

OFFICE
6 0 MONOCHROMATIC MINIMALISM
The site context was a 4th floor space in a corporate
building. The prime challenge was to make do with
unusually angled walls and yet leave no dead spaces.
Text Aita Sarwal - Phatographs Teias Shah

SERVICED VILLAS
6(9 AMEYA — LIMITLESS NIRVANA = —
For French couple Istvan and Véronique d'Eliassy, their Biue Star has offered IMIEP soiutions for over & | indi and Dr Oetharin Rajasthan are Justa few of the 250
Arneya Senviced Villa on the shores of Vembanad Lake in decad, with expert electica scutions provided across 8 | projects we have executed in india. So whether s . BLUE STAR
T G vt named oot Kerala has been a five-year-long love affair

wide range of projects. The TCS offce in Hydersbar, Tata | slec r slutions

Text: Amita Sarwal  Photographs: K, J Mathew SUPERIOR PROJECT DELIVERY

Power grid in Delhi, Apolio Hospitals in major cities across | us.and get superior project delivery every single time.
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BUNGALOW
HOME AWAY FROM HOME
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BUNGALOW

THE GARDEN HOUSE

PUBLIC PLAZA
TRAFFIC ISLAND TRANSFORMED
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RESTAURANT

2 BEAUTY AND THE FEAST

WHEN PERFECTION
MEETS PASSION,
QUALITY BECOMES
OUR REASON TO
EXIST.

Wonder Cement Is The First Company
In North India To Use POLAB A Fully
Automatic Quality Control Lab

Quality attributes for Wonder Cement
+ High Compressive Strength
* Low Alkall Content

« Low Chioride Content wom E R

* Sulphate Resistant
« Low Heat of Hydration CEMENT

* Optimum Particies Size Distribution m
= Batch-fo-Batch High Consistency

WONDER CEMENT LIMITED
Cantral Marketing Office: 5th Floor, Calebration Mall, Bhuvana, Udalpur (Rajasthan) - 313 004
Tel: 491-294-3006400 | Email: feedback@wondercement com
wwwwondercement.com | Toll Free No : 1800 843 8686
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Gaurav Roy Choudhury

FACT FILE

GRCA, a young
firm headed by
Architect Gaurav Roy
Choudhury, transforms
astandard abode into
adream haven, sited
in the greenest and
most central part of
Bengaluru. Apoorva
Gorhe finds out more
about the tale behind
its inimitable decor
and efficient design.

ProToanAsHen: Rini Sen

View from the living room




he contrasting per-

sonalities of a cou-

ple and their three

children have been
inventively brought together
under one roof, resulting in
the ‘Theory of Dualism, The
owner waited all his Ife to
reside with his family in his
own residence that would
reflect their characters, and
provide them with a feeling of
security.

The brief given to Gau-
rav was grand yel infimate;
showy yet humble; exuber-
ant yet restrained and ilus-
trated the duality between the
traits of husband and wife.
The former is a successful,
jovial and outgoing business-
man and the latter is a quiet,
introverted and gentle house-
wife. He says: ‘The reality of
one nature feeding the other
also hit us, as they fed off

each ofher having found a
very relaxed equilibrium. The
Dual House is an experiment
in creating these co-existing
and almost symbiotic duali-
ties in space, in language and
in materials.

“The language of the house
becarme more intricate, as a
play on duaity as well as a
conscious effort to counter-
balance “expensive” materi
als and replace them with
“crafted” materials. This way,
the high budget assigned o
the house went to the right
people - the artisans and the
craftsmen;’ says Gaurav.

Initially, the couple had
bought two apariments, one
above the other but now they
wanted to combine and fash-
ion them into one. Though
this project is an interior
one, Gaurav and his team
were given a free hand te
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Another view of the.
‘dance’ area.
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The den at 1
Tower level

dismantle all the walls and
create a single apartment.
The brief demanded five
bedrooms comprising one
master and one guest, one
each for their three children
It also required a big kitchen,
dining, a formal and an infor-
mal living room. A Ibrary was
very important to them since
most of their time is spent in
the same (with an AV room),
where the family regulary
gets togsther.

The whole volume of the
house that sits on the fourth
and fifth flocr of an apartment
s divided inic an invisble
grid, derived from the central
open spaces and the flocr

heights. This grid is used in
every detall of the house as a
parametric and proportioning
system.

At a spatial level, the team
of GRCA reconfigured the
two apartments by moving
the more public spaces of
the house towards the north,
where the soft light through
the balconies overlooks the
striking trees adjoining the
property. These spaces are
Inked by two geomatrical
cut-outs in the central bay
betwsen the floors. The
lower fioor towards the north
has the formal living room
and the den while the upper
floor contains the more

51 o s ot s 2070

family-centric AV room and
the siudy.

The cut-outs are also made
to unite a perceivable ‘grand”
central volume of this house.
The split between these cut-
outs remains more lke a
bridge as it spans through
this majestic dimension. The
first volume from the entry
includes the staircase. Al the
private spaces, the bedrooms
and the bathrooms, including
the kitchen are pushed into
the south, where they are
combined with the mass of
the lift and staircase block of
the apartment.

“The formal living room with
its double height space is the

The sway.

heart of the house, The laser
cut metal tree is the backdrop
as it penetrates through the
volume of the house, It also
acts as ascreen for the library
on'the upper level, The hang-
ing lights and the structural
steel weave into the bridge
above, symbolizing the core
of thig structure and the joy
it holds. ‘The apartment has
very eccentric niche kind of
designs in the wall which we

converted into  cupboards
and storage,’ states Gaurav,
These are made in veneer,
but also coloured in a light
arey, 1o keep the colour pal-
atte neutral, Initially, the wal's
were very basic and looked
tedious in the bedroom but
started to become more
dynamic as soon as they
moved into the common
spaces. They developed into
light walls with the patterns
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The master then articulate the invisible
bedroom from f A

the entry at

sunset.

squad.
The duality of mater

and their dance is the central

concept of the house. All the

ding the back-

variations of the

reme. The intertwining

between the elements, gaps,

ines, and materials dictate

diverse expressions in differ-
ent reoms. Th

has been inspired
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The pooja room
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windows look quut A 1|
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The master bedroom
from the window side
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The dining raom.

1 Entry

2Bedroom

3Bathroom

4 Enclosed balcony

5 Balcon:

&Formal living room
Den

8Pooja room
9 Dining area

15 Family/AV room
16 Servants’ qrs.

LOWER LEVEL PLAN UPPER LEVEL PLAN

a back and forth with the oli-

It took two years to com-
plete ‘The Dual House' dus to
the minutest details involved,
‘Our overall experience was
entirely different from  any
other project of ours. It was

ent with a very intense design
period,’ Gaurav concludes.
This abode is bestowed
with many inimitable fea-
tures, but a cohesive experi-
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ence and proportioning sys-
tem holds them all together.
fts storyline is immersive
and local, but a subtle
global tie-up in experience
makes it exceptional. ©
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